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GOVT. APPROVES A PROJECT ON QUALITY SEED PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY AT UAF

The President, Islamic Republic of Pakistan has given a formal sanction for execution of the project entitled 

“Quality seed production and supply to the farming community for ensuring 

food security in Pakistan” at 

UAF.  The project would 

cost Rs. 1202.722 million 

w i th  a  f o re i gn  exchange 

component Rs. 100.00 million in 

terms of the recommendations of the 

Departmental Development Working 

Party (DDWP). The DDWP meeting which was 

held on December 17, 2021, had already given its 

nod for execution of the project in 36 months. Like the 

whole campus community, the Director ORIC Prof. Dr. 

Muhammad Jafar Jaskani while 

describing the approval of the 

project a landmark achievement 

congratulated the Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (SI) and 

p r o j e c t 

e x e c u t i o n 

team including Dr. 

Irfan Afzal (team lead), Mr. Irfan Abbas (Director 

Planning & Development) and the supporting 

team. He hoped that the project would asher a 

new era of quality seed production in the country 

and pave the way for sustainable agriculture 

development and ensuring food security by 

arresting the growing imports of essential items.

The project

would asher a 

new era of 

quality seed 

production 

in the country 



2/7ORIC Newsletter

The Higher Education Commission (HEC), Higher Education Department (HED) and ORIC-UAF jointly organized a 

three-day professional training workshop for the faculty of the affiliated Colleges of Faisalabad Division. The 

inaugural session was held at Distance Learning Center-II wherein Director ORIC Prof. Dr. Muhammad Jafar 

Jaskani was the chief guest alongwith Mr. Atta-ur-Rehman Consultant Capacity Building, HEC and Mr. Habib Ullah 

Deputy Director Colleges Faisalabad Division as guests of honor. Addressing the participants Director ORIC Prof. 

Dr. Muhammad Jafar Jaskani described the workshop a soothing initiative to hone the professional skills of the 

teachers thereby to enable them communicate and meet the targets effectively. He told that capacity building 

workshops and visits of foreign delegates at campus are everyday business at campus. He was of the view that 

organizing such training workshops certainly always play a pivotal role in professional life of the participants. He 

expressed hope that after completion of the training, teachers would become a beacon of change and cascade 

the message to their colleagues. He apprised the participants that with the help of Govt. of the Punjab 

Agriculture Department, a capacity building center is being set up at campus with all modern gadgets and 

facilities that would help to organize such training workshops in a more effective manner. Mr. Atta-ur-Rehman 

representing HEC welcomed the participants and underscored the need of effective participation so that they 

could fully benefit from the learning opportunities and eventually translate the new knowledge into professional 

endeavors. Mr. Habib-ur-Rehman, Deputy Director Colleges, Faisalabad told that after 3-day training the 

participants will be assessed and some of them would be further trained as master trainers for rest of the 

teachers at division level. He told that out of 9 divisions of the province with about 9000 teachers and out of them 

3000 are serving in Faisalabad division. Training Coordinator Dr. Abdul Rashid conducting the event, told that UAF 

had already organized a series of the mandatory training workshops for the officers of the Agriculture 

Department, Government of the Punjab for their upgradation in their next pay scales. He offered UAF full support 

to HEC and HED for holding of training workshops adding that ORIC has a list of capable resource persons in almost 

every field. UAF anticipates that after successful completion of Cohort-2 of this training workshop, knowledge 

delivery process will be more precise and up-to-date for the new generation.

3-DAY CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP FOR COLLEGE TEACHERS 
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The National Productivity Organization (NPO), Ministry of Industries & Production, Government of 

Pakistan in collaboration with Asian Productivity Organization (APO), Japan announced opportunities 

for the citizens of Pakistan through competitive process for the following program:

23-RC-16-GE-RES-B: Research on Agile Working Styles for Productivity 

by APO Secretariat, Japan, from 10 May 2023 - 31 December 2023 (Virtual/ Digital Session). Fourteen 

(14) APO Member countries will take part in this research program. Member countries comprise of 

Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkiye, 

Bangladesh, Republic of China, India, Indonesia, and I.R. Iran.

To download the Project Notification, APO Guidelines for Research Proposals, please visit 

http://npo.gov.pk/apo/.

In case of selection, participants will participate the program virtually using their own devices, 

applications and internet connections, etc. The Selected participant will work under the supervision of 

Chief Experts provided by APO Japan and conduct research on the subject topic and submit a 

comprehensive research report to APO Japan within the given time frame. Honorarium will be given by 

APO Japan to the selected participant upon successful submission and completion of the research.

Nominees fulfilling the prescribed criteria in respective APO Project Notification may apply for the 

relevant program. Send nominations along with mentioned documents to National Productivity 

Organization (NPO), APO Liaison Department, 11th Floor, Shaheed-e-Millat Secretariat, Nazim-ud-Din 

Road, F-6/1, and Islamabad, Pakistan.

NPO OFFERS TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Application Form Link: http://npo.gov.pk/apo/. 
Deadline: 5th June 2023

WORLD STARTUP CHAMPIONSHIP 2023

WSC 2023 is a world Startup Championship supported by national and international 

institutional partners to identify the most innovative startups whose projects help 

accelerate the achievement of innovation in entrepreneurship. The ultimate goal 

envisioned by WSC is to showcase startups of dynamic nature with the capacity to 

create jobs and increase inclusiveness. They are targeting startups from all walks of 

life, from all over the world and all economic sectors.

The selected Startups will get the opportunity to:

Ÿ Win upto 10,000USD Cash Prize
Ÿ Showcase their Srartups at this Expo
Ÿ Network with investors, Academics, Government  Dignitaries, and leading 

Industrialists 

stThe last date for submission of proposal of project/idea is 31  May 2023
The Event Date 26 August, 2023
For More Detail, brochure and time lines 
please visit www.seepakistan.com.pk/registration-form/

https://www.zayedsustainabilityprize.com/en
http://www.seepakistan.com.pk/registration-form/


4/7ORIC Newsletter

PRINCE SULTAN BIN ABDULAZIZ INTERNATIONAL PRIZE FOR WATER

The Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz International Prize for Water (PSIPW) is an international award with a 

focus on water-related innovation. It is judged by leading scientists from around the world. Five prizes 

are bestowed every two years. There are four specialized prizes dedicated to "Surface Water", 

"Groundwater", "Alternative Water Resources", and "Water Management & Protection". Then there is the 

"Creativity Prize" that is dedicated to awarding work carried out by multi-disciplinary research teams.

Specialized Prizes: Each of the four specialized prizes is worth US$ 133,000. Individual researchers and 

research teams nominate themselves for these prizes. The Surface Water Prize coves every aspect of 

the study and development of surface water resources. The Groundwater Prize awards work related to 

all aspects of the study and development of groundwater resources. The Alternative Water Resources 

Prize covers desalination, waste water treatment, and other non-traditional sources of water. The 

Water Management & Protection Prize addresses the use, management, and protection of water 

resources.

Creativity Prize: Worth US$ 266,000, the Creativity Prize is awarded exclusively to research teams for 

cutting-edge interdisciplinary scientific work that can rightly be considered a breakthrough in any 

water-related field. The work might be a body of research, an invention, or a new patented technology. 

Universities, research institutes, companies, and agencies can nominate interdisciplinary teams for this 

Prize. Each prize is accompanied by a distinctive trophy and certificate.

Deadline: 31 December 2023 

For more information and details, please visit https://psipw.org/
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The Higher Education Commission (HEC) has invited Academia-industry collaborative proposals to 
enhance Pakistan economic capacity through import substitution under the RAPID Technology Transfer 
Grant (RTTG) programme. Faculty members from public and private sector Universities/ Degree 
Awarding Institutes are encouraged to submit proposals.

KEY FEATURES
Project Duration: Six (6) months  Individual Grant Value: PKR 05 – 20 million

Co-financing (minimum 15% cash contribution, 
along with in-kind contribution) from the industrial/sectoral partner.

RAPID TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER GRANT (RTTG-SECOND CALL)

PRIORITY AREAS

         The Last date for submission of online applications is 08-06-2023

For further detail please visit: https://research.hec.gov.pk/ 

Textile 

Material Sciences 

Environment 

Artificial Intelligence

Health & Pharma

Information Technology

Robotics and Automation  

Agriculture & Food Security

Two copies at ORIC are required for approval of the competent authority till June 05, 2023
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